The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Holy Eucharist
September 27, 2026

10 o’clock in the morning



Year A, Proper 21
The Entrance

Opening Hymn 304 Land of Rest
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1 come with  joy to meet my Lord, for -

2 come with  Chris - tians far and near to
3 Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each

4 And thus with  joy we meet our Lord. His

5 - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound, we’ll
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1 giv - en, loved, free, in awe and won - der
2 find, as all are fed, the new com - mu - ni -
3 proud di - vi - sion ends. That love that made us
4 pres - ence, al - ways near, is in such friend - ship
5 go our dif - ferent  ways, and as his peo - ple
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1 to re - call his life laid down for me.
2 ty of love in Christ’'s  com-mun - ion bread.
3 makes us one, and stran - gers now are friends.
4 bet - ter known: we see, and praise him here.
5 in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise.
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The Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.



Collect for Purity

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
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Salutation

The Celebrant says to the people:

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us
the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become
partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord

The Old Testament Lesson Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the



parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that
shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right,
they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.
Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord GoD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise
iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!
Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-8 (said responsively by whole verse)

Leader:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

People:  Let none who look to you be put to shame, *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

Leader: Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

People:  Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation,
in you have I trusted all the day long.

Leader:  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.



People: ~ Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions, *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

Leader:  Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

People:  He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

The New Testament Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.



Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 490 Houston
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it
of human origin?”” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,
he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human
origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you
by what authority I am doing these things.

2

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed
his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him.”

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Kathleen Liles

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form I11)

The Leader and People pray responsively

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.



Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Silence

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially
Andrea, Stephen, Debbie, Sue, Wendy, Jake, Sophia, John, Beverly,
Jason, Jacob, Ellie, Ron, Nicole, Liv, Evan, Brian, and Justin.

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Joseph Russo;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Deacon then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

By what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,



and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
The Offertory
Offertory Hymn 645 St. Columba
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All are invited to the Lord’s Table



In the Episcopal Church all baptized persons, including those from other Christian Churches,
are invited to receive Holy Communion. Others are invited to come forward for a blessing.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1t is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

The Celebrant continues

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People



Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Hymn Instrumental



The Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Retiring Hymn 438 Woodlands
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The Dismissal

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Parish Notices

Blessing of the Animals — To celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, we will have
a Blessing of the Animals service next Sunday, October 4™ at our 10am worship.
Bring your pets for a blessing from Mother Katheen. The 9 o’clock service that
morning remains unchanged.

October 4th Plate Offering — In honor of The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, we will
donate our Sunday plate offerings from our October 4th worship services to an animal
rescue organization. A very worthy cause, indeed!

Tashaway Chronicles - We have been given permission to reprint copies of the book,
The Tashaway Chronicles. This book covers the founding of our historic church, its
survival through the Revolutionary War and beyond, as well as the lives of some of
those closely connected with our church throughout the 18th & 19th centuries. It is
also a darn good history of Trumbull! The cost to re-create a printable file of The
Tashaway Chronicles with a print run of 100 copies is $1,450, for which we do not
currently have funds. We are therefore appealing to parishioners for donations to help
with this reprinting. Checks may be sent to the parish office or placed in the offertory
plate on Sunday. Please write “Tashaway Chronicles” in the memo line. Please help
us to keep The Tashaway Chronicles available for the foreseeable future!

Everyone is invited to the Parish Hall immediately following the service for
refreshments and conversation. Thanks to those who brought the goodies!



Serving at Today’s Liturgy

Celebrant: The Rev. Kathleen Liles
Deacon: The Rev. Lee Forshaw
Musician: Danny Zelibor

Lector: Peter Ulisse
Altar Guild: Carol Meehan

UPCOMING SERVICE: October 4th ~ The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist (Spoken) at 9am and Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Animals
at 10am (with hymns) followed by Coffee Hour.

Christ Church Tashua
5170 Madison Avenue
Trumbull, CT 06611
203.268.5566
Email: info@christchurchtrumbull.org
Website: www.christchurchtrumbull.org

The Rev. Kathleen Liles, Priest-in-Charge

IF YOU ARE VISITING TODAY, WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!


mailto:info@christchurchtrumbull.org
http://www.christchurchtrumbull.org/

All music reprinted in this program is done with permission under OneLicense.net #4-711653.
All rights reserved.



