The Third Sunday of Advent
The Holy Eucharist
10 o’clock in the morning

December 14, 2025



Advent 3, Year A

The Entrance

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People:

You come to your people and set them free.

The Confession and Absolution

Deacon:

All:

The Sun of Righteousness has dawned, bringing light to things now
hidden in darkness. Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins
in penitence and faith.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Hymn 56 (v. 5-6) Veni, veni Emmanuel
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Em - man - u - el shall come
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The Old Testament Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;



the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go
astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:4-9 (said responsively by whole verse)

Leader: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

People: Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps his promise for ever;

Leader: Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.

People: The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

Leader: The LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

People: The LORD shall reign for ever, *

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!



The Epistle James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early
and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that
you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of

suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear
soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes,
I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Kathleen Liles



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation especially;
Andrea, Penelope, Stephen, Debbie, Justin, Sue, Wendy, Jake, Sophia, Ellie,

and Robyn.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died; that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Other Thanksgivings and Petitions may be offered.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.



The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

All are invited to the Lord’s Table

In the Episcopal Church all baptized persons, including those from other Christian Churches,
are invited to receive Holy Communion. Others are invited to come forward for a blessing.

The Great Thanksgiving

Offertory Hymn 325 Let Us Break Bread
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O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1t is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

The Celebrant continues

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which



is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation



The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Solo

The Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Advent Blessing

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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The Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Parish Notices

Christmas Crazies Got You Down? Take a Time-Out!

Gather with Mother Kathleen and friends this Tuesday, December 16, from 11:30am
to 1:00pm in the Parish Hall for thought-provoking conversation, a simple lunch, and
to view beautiful works of art from across centuries.

THE INFANCY STORIES of Matthew and Luke differ in interesting ways and set
the stage for themes each gospel writer will expand as their gospel develops. Over the
years artists have depicted these stories in a multitude of forms and media.

We will consider briefly the major points about the birth of Jesus that each of these
gospel writers wants us to notice and look at examples of how artists have depicted
them. No Homework. No test. Just fun and fellowship.

Christmas Worship at CCT:

Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., Wednesday, December 24" — The Holy Eucharist.
Christmas Day: No service of worship at CCT.

First Sunday of Christmas: December 28" - 9 a.m. spoken Eucharist and 10 a.m.
Lessons and Carols with The Holy Eucharist.



Serving at Today’s Liturgy

Celebrant: The Rev. L. Kathleen Liles
Deacon: The Rev. Lee Forshaw
Musician: Sean O’Reilly
Lector: Peter Ulisse
Altar Guild: Martine Yourieff

NEXT SERVICE: December 21st— The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist (spoken) at 9am
Holy Eucharist (with hymns) at 10am with coffee hour following.

Christ Church Tashua
5170 Madison Avenue
Trumbull, CT 06611
203.268.5566
info@christchurchtrumbull.org Email
www.christchurchtrumbull.org Website

The Rev. Kathleen Liles, Priest-in-Charge

IF YOU ARE VISITING TODAY, WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
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Saint Lucy
December 13

Lucy was born in Syracuse, Sicily in 283 of a noble family. Her beauty attracted
unwanted attention from a suitor, and she disfigured herself to discourage him. Her
attribute in Christian art is a dish displaying her eyes, which she removed herself to
keep the gentleman callers away. Young women did not have much personal agency
in those days. The name Lucy means ‘light” and she has long been celebrated with
torchlight processions. She is especially loved in Sweden. Known there as Santa
Lucia, young women are selected to portray Lucy each year. Accompanied by other
young people, they visit townsfolk at home to bring Christmas cheer. The actual Saint
Lucy was killed by a sword during the Diocletian persecution in 303 A.D.

Here is a prayer for you to offer next Saturday:

Almighty and everlasting God, who kindled the flames of your
love in the heart of your holy martyr Lucy: Grant to us, our humble
servants, a like faith and power of love, that we who rejoice in her
triumph may profit by her example; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with your and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.



