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Opening Hymn 488 “Be Thou my Vision”

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

all else be nought to me, save that thou art--
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father; thine own may I be;
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee.

High King of heaven, when victory is won,
may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,

still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Opening Prayer

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Let us pray. Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed
Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness
of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

Psalm 121

I 1ift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? My help
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot
slip — he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over
Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD watches over you — the LORD is
your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by



night. The LORD will keep you from all harm — he will watch over your life; the
LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.

Holy Gospel

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and |
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for [ am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
All  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily
Prayers of the People

God created us and all animals, sharing the spirit of life with us and all creatures;
therefore let us praise God, saying: O God, how wonderful are the works of your
hands.

We thank you, God, for the gift of life: for the beauty and wonder of creation, and
for our own life which comes from you.

All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

We thank you for the richness and variety of animal life: for fish and birds, insects,
reptiles, and mammals.

All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

We thank you for animals of the farm: cattle and goats, pigs, sheep and chickens.
All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

We thank you for animals of the forest: wolves and foxes, deer, wild sheep, bears
and badgers, elk and mountain lions.

All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.



We thank you for the animals who give us faithful companionship, joy when we
are happy, and comfort when we are sad.

All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

We thank you for animals who are our parents in daily life and work: seeing eye
dogs, rescue, service and police dogs, animals that pull plows, wagons and sleighs.

All O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.

And now we ask for any prayer requests for healing, anniversaries, birthdays or
traveling mercies.

Prayers requests and extemporaneous prayer

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially
Justin, Evan, Grace, Anna, Max, Roger, Ellie, Rob, Doug, Sal, Maggie, David,
Joanne, Stephen, Leslie, Diane, Amanda, Albert, Bill, and Geri. Lord, in your
mercy,

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom, especially Philo, Elisa, Linda, Eugenie, Eugene, Stephen, Franklin,
Cecil, and Isaac. Lord, in your mercy,

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All  And also with you.

Communion

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.



Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All Tt is right to give him thanks and praise.

Creator God, it is a good, right and joyful thing always and everywhere to praise
you together with all your creatures. They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. For you are the
source of light and life, you made us in your image, profoundly joined us with
everything that is, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

All  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with St. Francis and all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever.

All  Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast.
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Sharing and receiving the bread and the wine

Blessing of the Animals

Celebrant Bless O God, this your creature, and all who are involved in its care.
Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

All Thanks be to God!

Closing Hymn 657 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,



all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation;

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:

changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.



