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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

Opening Hymn 377  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice: 

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 

come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make: 

we are his folk, he doth us feed, 

and for his sheep he doth us take. 

 

O enter then his gates with praise, 

approach with joy his courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless his Name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 

 

For why? the Lord our God is good; 

his mercy is for ever sure; 

his truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 

 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-

ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and wor-

thily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  



 

 

 

All Amen. 

 

Gloria  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together 

in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among 

all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. 
 
All Amen. 



 

 

 

The First Lesson .................................................................. Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, 

the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves be-

fore God. And Joshua said to all the people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Is-

rael: Long ago your ancestors — Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor — lived 

beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 
 

‘Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 

away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River 

or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD.’ 
 

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 

serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up 

from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs 

in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peo-

ples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 

for he is our God.’ 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 34:15-22  (said responsively by whole verse) 

 

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 

   and his ears are open to their cry. 
 

The face of the LORD is against evildoers, 

   to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 

When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears, 

   and rescues them from all their troubles. 
 

The LORD is near to the broken-hearted, 

   and saves the crushed in spirit. 
 



 

 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

   but the LORD rescues them from them all. 
 

He keeps all their bones; 

   not one of them will be broken. 
 

Evil brings death to the wicked, 

   and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
 

The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 

   none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 

 

The Epistle .................................................................................. Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole ar-

mor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our 

struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spir-

itual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of 

God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done every-

thing, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, 

and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever 

will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the 

shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. 
 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep 

alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so 

that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may de-

clare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Gospel ........................................................................................... John 6:56-69 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 



 

 

All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the 

living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will 

live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 

which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 

for ever.’ He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Caper-

naum. 
 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can 

accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said 

to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man as-

cending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. 

The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are 

some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that 

did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, ‘For this 

reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Fa-

ther.’ 
 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 

him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter an-

swered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 

have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon .................................................................... Deacon Dinushka De Silva 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 



 

 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Celebrant As we begin this time of prayer for one another, our community, and 

our world, I invite any prayer requests for traveling, birthdays, 

anniversaries, or healing. 

 

Celebrant prays for all prayer requests. 



 

 

Prayer Leader I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for  

Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Ian and Laura, our bishops, Jane, our priest, and 

Dinushka, our deacon. 

 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of 

all people. We pray for justice and peace.  

 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 

prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially Justin, Evan, Grace, Anna, 

Max, Roger, Ellie, Rob, Doug, Sal, Maggie, David, Joanne, Stephen, Leslie, Diane, 

Amanda, Linda, and Dorothy. 

 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that 

they may find and be found by him.  

 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Abby, Lemuel, Elisa, William, 

Emma, Jeanette, Dan, Lydia, Deborah, Robert, Edward, Jane, Raymond, William, 

Elijah, Robert, Jesse, Ana, Linda, Morse, and Mary Lou who have died. 

 

Silence  

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We pray for those who 

celebrate their birthdays this week. 

 

Silence  

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

 

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 

your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 

 

 

All Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

All Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

By what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 

All Amen. 

 

 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

 

Sept. 18th Unlimited Ice Cream, Outdoor Games, and Music Fundraiser!  

1pm-3pm Help us raise money to support the children who attend The EVE 

Foundation, a school for blind children in Kenya. We’re also col-

lecting arts and craft supplies for the children who attend St. Paul’s 

Child Care Center in Bridgeport.  

Click this link for more details and to purchase tickets: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/164511697917. 

 

 

Communion As we serve communion, please come down the side aisle and 

come to the altar railing one household at a time. At this time we 

serve grape juice only. You may deposit your juice cups in the 

waste basket and find your seat walking down the aisle to your left. 

If you are in person, do not feel obligated to receive. If you receive 

physically or spiritually, please silently prayer the post-communion 

prayer or the prayer of spiritual reception.  

 

 

Celebrant If this is your first time at Christ Church, we invite you simply to 

receive, but if this is your regular church home we ask that you give 

by placing your offering in the offering plate or via PayPal on our 

website. We thank everyone who helps support the ministry and 

outreach of this community. We could not continue this work without 

you. Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us an offer-

ing and sacrifice to God. 

 

 

Music Selection  “Build your Kingdom Here” ............................... Rend Collective 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/164511697917


 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

 

All Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,  

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

 

All By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 

against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

 

All Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 

woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

 

All By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 

you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 



 

 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

 

All We celebrate his death and resurrection,  

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 

Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 

your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of com-

ing to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 

Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

 

All Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 



 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,  

and worship, from generation to generation. 

 

All Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 

Communion Hymn 341  “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 

 



 

 

For the bread which you have broken, 

for the wine which you have poured, 

for the words which you have spoken, 

now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

By this pledge, Lord, that you love us, 

by your gift of peace restored, 

by your call to heaven above us, 

hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

 

As our blessed ones adore you, 

seated at our Father's board, 

may the Church still waiting for you 

keep love's tie unbroken, Lord. 

 

In your service, Lord, defend us; 

in our hearts keep watch and ward, 

in the world to which you send us 

let your kingdom come, O Lord. 

 

 

As you listen to the music selections, we invite you to pray silently the prayer of 

spiritual communion if you are virtually joining us or the post-communion prayer 

if you are in person and have received communion.  

 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Reception (silently) 
 

 Lord Jesus, I cannot now worship you at the altar of the church in this 

Sacrament of your Body and Blood, yet in spirit I receive this bread and  

this wine in my heart, mind, and spirit. Visit me, I pray, with your mercy, 

pardon, and blessing, and fill me with faith and love and repentance, and 

so strengthen and sustain me by your grace that I may with pure heart and 

mind follow you, the only God, now and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Post-Communion Prayer (silently) 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spir-

itual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into  

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

We encourage you in this time to reflect on what has stood out for you in our  

worship together. What is God inviting you to in the week ahead? 

 

 

Blessing 

 

Celebrant Remember friends, as we go, that life is short. And we have too little 

time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us. So be swift to 

love, make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain with you  

always. Amen.  

 

 

Closing Hymn 594 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient Church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise: 

grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 



 

 

 

Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God.  


